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BRIDGE		LOCATION	
Member	Bill	Collins	has	come	up	with	a	very	good	suggestion	for	the	
location	 of	 the	 bridge	 shown	 in	 a	 photograph	 that	 appeared	 in	 the	
last	 newsletter.	 Bill	 wonders	 if	 it	 could	 be	 a	 shot	 of	 the	 bridge	 at	
Marsh	 Green	 that	 crosses	 Biddulph	 brook.	 Although	 the	 bridge	 has	
been	rebuilt,	viewing	it	from	the	footbridge	downstream	gives	a	very	
similar	angle	as	that	on	the	original	photograph.	Other	members	have	
also	suggested	the	same	location.	
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MEETING		UPDATES	
Meetings	are	held	at	the	Victoria	Centre,	Station	Road,	Biddulph	

From	7pm	
Monday	March	21st			The	AGM	followed	by	a	number	of	short	talks	by	members.	
	
Monday	April	25th		:	TBA			Please	note	the	new	date	due	to	Easter:		
	
Monday	May	16th:					TBA	
	
	

HELP		REQUIRED	
	
Mike	 Turnock	 has	 submitted	
this	 photograph	 of	 three	
Biddulph	 men.	 Can	 anyone	
identify	 the	 location?	 There	
are	some	interesting	buildings	
in	 the	 background	 that	
someone	 may	 be	 able	 to	
identify.	 	 Contact	 either	
Madelaine	 or	 Elaine	 if	 you	
have	any	suggestions.	
	
	



Forge	Crossing:	Biddulph	Valley	Railway.	
		

	
NSR	Study	Group/Bob	Burgess	collection.		
	
This	 image	of	Forge	Crossing,	on	the	railway	at	Baileys	Bank	on	the	
single	 line	 section	 between	 Biddulph/Gillow	 Heath	 and	 Congleton	
Lower	Junction,	prompted	me	to	recall	 the	workings	of	 that	railway	
and	an	accident	that	occurred	in	June	1954.	
The	 crossing	 was	 controlled	 by	 a	 tall	 McKenzie	 and	 Holland	 home	
signal	 from	 the	 South.	 The	 signal	 was	 controlled	 by	 the	 crossing	
keeper	 from	 a	 ground	 frame	 to	 the	 left	 of	 the	 track	 behind	 the	
children	in	the	photograph.	There	was	a	straight	section	of	almost	a	
mile	 to	 the	 North	 behind	 the	 group	 (not	 signalled)	 almost	 to	 the	
Cheshire	 border	 on	 the	 perimeter	 of	 the	 ancient	 woodland	 of	
Whitemore	wood	-	still	in	the	ownership	of	the	Mainwaring	family	of	
Whitmore.	
The	map	below	shows	the	crossing	top	left	and	SP	indicates	the	home	
signal	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the	 bend	 in	 the	 line	 that	 obscured	 the	
drivers/fireman's	 view	 of	 the	 crossing	 on	 the	 down	 trains	 heading	
for	 Congleton	 Lower	 Junction.	 In	 the	 forties	 and	 fifties	much	 of	 the	
traffic	was	domestic	coal	for	Congleton	and	sand	from	the	quarries	at	
Congleton	 and	 The	 Hurst	 in	 Biddulph	 for	 the	 foundries	 in	 the	
Midlands	 and	 glass	 making	 at	 St	 Helens.	 The	 morning	 train	 from	
Stoke	 conducted	 its	 business	 of	 delivering	 coal	 from	 Victoria	
formerly	Black	Bull,	to	Brunswick	Wharf	in	Congleton.	Sand	empties	



marked	 “Return	 to	 Congleton	 Lower	 Junction”	were	 taken	 down	 to	
the	wharf	with	brakes	pinned	down	for	the	1	in	45	descent.		
After	various	shunting	activities,	including	fly	shunting	that	resulted	
in	occasional	runaways	into	Brunswick	Street,	the	train	would	return	
with	 sand	 traffic	 to	 Stoke	 late	morning.	 There	was	 a	 pick-up	 goods	
train	 in	 the	 afternoons	 that	 ran	 until	 early	 in	 1964.	 It	 was	 a	more	
leisurely	 affair	 with	 time	 for	 refreshment	 at	 the	 Blacks	 Head	 on	
Blackie	Bank,	the	train	sometimes	left	unattended	in	the	wooded	area	
before	the	overbridge.	A	quick	blow	of	the	whistle	and	hasty	retreat	
would	bring	them	back	to	their	duties	The	branch	line	went	to	sleep	
after	 this	 unless	 there	was	 an	 occasional	 excursion,	 diversion	 from	
the	main	line	or	enthusiast’s	train.	
	

	
The	 gradient	 profile	 serves	 to	 illustrate	 the	 potential	 difficulty	 of	
operating	 the	railway.	Forge	Crossing	 is	 located	within	 the	 ten-mile	
section	of	1	in	56.	
Sitting	out	at	the	back	with	my	late	father	where	we	live	in	Pool	Fold	
the	Victoria	 shunting	 operations	went	 quiet	 around	7pm.	We	 could	
still	hear	the	expresses	crossing	the	viaduct	at	Congleton	and	later	on	
the	 fitted	 freight	 trains	 for	 London	 rattling	 at	 speed	 alongside	 the	
lake	at	Rudyard.	



	
Extract	1st	Edition	Ordnance	survey	1877.	
	
Forge	Crossing	is	top	left.	Baileys	Wood	is	the	site	of	an	early	Motte	
and	 Bailey.	 The	 unmade	 lane	 over	 the	 crossing	 was	 said	 to	 be	 a	
Roman	Road	but	is	more	likely	to	be	a	pack	horse	or	drovers	road	of	
which	 there	 were	 several	 in	 this	 part	 of	 the	 valley	 through	 the	
ancient	woodland	that	remains	a	valued	feature	today.	

	
																																Authors	collection	1963.	
Above:	 Looking	 north	 the	 tall	 McKenzie	 and	 Holland	 signal	 that	
controlled	Forge	Crossing.		



Note	 the	 curve,	 the	 signal	 wire	 to	 the	 ground	 frame,	 the	 down	
gradient	and	no	spectacle	glass	in	the	signal,	potential	factors	for	an	
accident.	
The	 June	 1954	derailment	was	 reported	 in	 The	Biddulph	Chronicle	
and	local	resident	Eric	Rogers	took	some	interesting	photographs	of	
the	 clearing	up	operations.	The	morning	down	goods	 train	derailed	
on	 the	 curved	 section	 just	 beyond	 the	 signal	 and	 the	 Class	 4F	
locomotive	came	to	rest	on	the	embankment	just	beyond	the	crossing	
overlooking	the	site	of	Mr	Alec	Wright’s	timber	yard.	
Apparently	 the	 driver	 jumped	 from	 the	 locomotive	 (see	 below	
Chronicle	photograph)	but	the	fireman	was	less	fortunate	and	had	to	
be	rescued	from	the	tender.	The	official	cause	of	the	derailment	was	
ascribed	 to	 the	 poor	 state	 of	 the	 track	 that	 opened	 up	 as	 the	 train	
passed	 round	 the	 bend.	 Other	 theories	 exist	 to	 this	 day.	 Doctor	
Ferguson	 attended	 and	 administered	 a	 traditional	 cure	 for	 shock.	
Driver	Sheldon	lived	to	drive	another	day	but	the	track	took	several	
days	 to	 repair	 and	 the	 recovery	 of	 the	 locomotive	 was	 quite	 a	
challenge	 for	 the	breakdown	 teams	who	attended	 from	both	Crewe	
and	Stoke.	The	Crewe	breakdown	arrived	first	as	it	was	usually	kept	
in	light	steam	in	readiness	for	call	out.	
	
The	Biddulph	Chonicle	attended	promptly	and	took	this	photograph	
soon	after	the	derailment.	
	

	
	
	
Local	man	Eric	Rogers	took	the	following	images	showing	the	rescue	
operations.	



	

	
	
Crewe	 breakdown	 crane	 has	 been	 propelled	 to	 the	 site	 of	 the	
derailment	from	Congleton	Lower	Junction.	The	wagons	appear	to	be	
sand	 empties	 returning	 to	 Brunswick	Wharf.	 The	 crossing	 keeper’s	
house	is	seen	in	this	photograph	in	the	background.	
	

	
	
Lifting	 the	 derailed	 wagons	 before	 attempting	 to	 move	 the	 tender	
that	would	need	to	be	detached	from	the	locomotive.	The	rescue	site	
was	 not	without	 problems.	 The	 single	 line	was	 on	 an	 embankment	
and	 the	 track	ballast	was	mainly	boiler	ash	because	 it	was	a	 freight	
line.	 Eventually	 Stoke	 breakdown	 crane	 arrived	 from	 the	 South	 to	
assist	with	the	recovery	of	the	locomotive.	



	

	
	
If	you	look	carefully	at	this	picture	you	will	see	three	Fowler	4F	
goods	locomotives	know	colloquially	as	“Stoke	Scots”.	
	

	
	
Towards	the	end	the	line	proved	increasingly	difficult	to	operate	with	
the	new	diesel	traction	that	took	over	from	1967.	

Left:	Wagons	recovered	and	ready	to	
depart.	
Allan	 Baker	 commented	 that	 Kelbus	 tackle	
may	 have	 been	 used	 to	 move	 the	 engine	
nearer	 to	 the	 track	 (this	 is	 a	 block	 and	
tackle	 system	 anchored	 typically	 to	 the	
track	 and	 another	 locomotive	 up	 to	 150	
yards	 away).	 John	 Hancock	 observed	 the	
tender	being	taken	initially	to	the	sidings	at	
Biddulph	Station.	
The	 track	was	repaired	and	normal	service	
was	restored	after	five	days.	Driver	Sheldon	
returned	 to	 his	 duties.	 The	 fireman	 was	
shocked	 and	 injured	 by	 the	 incident.	 The	
line	continued	to	operate	for	another	fifteen	
years	 only	 succumbing	 to	 progressive	
closure	following	a	decline	in	the	market	for	
domestic	 coal.	 Sand	 traffic	 was	 buoyant	
until	 the	 end	 and	 was	 catered	 for	 at	
Congleton	 goods	 yard	 for	 a	 period	
afterwards.		
	



	
Rural	 tranquillity	 returned	 to	 the	 crossing	 after	 the	 accident	 until	
closure	and	beyond.	The	legacy	is	the	Biddulph	Valley	Way,	part	of	a	
much	 appreciated	 linear	walk,	 cycle	 way	 and	 equestrian	 trail	 from	
Congleton	to	the	boundary	with	the	Potteries.	
I	 am	 grateful	 to	 Allan	 Baker,	 Mike	 Fell,	 John	 Hancock	 and	 Elaine	
Heathcote	who	have	contributed	to	this	article	and	to	Wayne	Rogers,	
for	 the	 inclusion	 of	 his	 father’s	 photographs	 of	 the	 accident,	 and	 to	
Howard	 Sprenger	 for	 the	 image	 of	 the	 Horton	 family	 that	
reawakened	my	memories.						J.R.Machin	MBE	
_______________________________________________________________________________	
Gordon	Lomas.	
We	 are	 much	 saddened	 to	 inform	 you	 of	 the	 passing	 of	 Gordon	
Lomas,	 a	 long-time	 member	 of	 the	 society.	 Gordon	 was	 an	
enthusiastic	local	historian	who	contributed	significant	material	and	
research	 to	 the	 society.	 In	 particular	 his	 life	 time	 knowledge	 of	 the	
Brindley	Ford	and	Brown	Lees	villages.	His	 research	 into	 the	Heath	
dynasty	 and	 subsequent	 industrial	 and	 social	 history	 was	 unique	
enabling	 him	 to	 present	 for	 publication	 a	 constant	 flow	 of	material	
right	 up	 to	 last	 year	 when	 the	 society	 published	 a	 well-received	
memoir	of	Schooling	in	Brindley	Ford.	
We	 will	 miss	 his	 regular	 presence	 at	 monthly	 meeting	 and	 his	
enthusiasm	for	the	town	of	Biddulph	and	its	history	and	culture.	Our	
sincere	condolences	to	Pamela	for	her	loss,	an	irreplaceable	member	
of	the	society.	

	



	
Kath	Walton	-	Treasurer	

We	 sincerely	 thank	Kath	Walton	 on	 her	 retirement	 as	 Treasurer	 of	
the	 society.	 Kath	 has	 been	 a	 highly	 effective	 treasurer	 for	 over	 a	
decade	 managing	 the	 account,	 receipts	 and	 payments.	 She	 has	
presented	 accounts	 for	 annual	 audit	 and	 ensured	 that	 a	 healthy	
balance	 has	 been	 maintained	 at	 all	 times.	 She	 has	 also	 managed	
membership	 and	 the	 receipt	 of	 monies	 at	 monthly	 meeting	 and	
contributed	greatly	to	the	development	of	 the	society	as	a	 loyal	and	
thoughtful	member	of	the	committee.	
Her	 quiet	 and	 considered	 approach	 and	 willingness	 to	 become	
involved	 in	 all	 aspects	 of	 the	 society	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	 good	
cohesion	and	vision	of	the	society	is	recognised	by	all.	She	remains	a	
committee	 member	 where	 her	 good	 counsel	 will	 continue	 to	 be	
appreciated.	
	
	

	
This	wonderful	postcard	of	Station	Road	appeared	on	Ebay	in	
December.		On	the	back	it	is	dated	28th	August	1920.	

	
	

	
	

NEW	PROJECT	STARTING	SOON…..	
We	have	funding	from	‘Support	Staffordshire’	to	help	with	a	new	
project	using	the	1921	census.	Come	along	to	the	March	meeting	to	
find	out	more.	

PLEASE	NOTE	THAT	THE	DATE	OF	EASTER	MONDAY	
MEANS	THAT	THE	APRIL	MEETING	WILL	BE	ON	THE	

25TH	AND	NOT	THE	18th	



	

Bruce	Wright	recently	got	in	touch	about	an	article	that	appeared	in	the	
Staffordshire	Sentinel	on	18th	July	1908.	Bruce	has	a	particular	interest	
in	 the	 Biddulph	 Pierrot	 Troupe.	 He	 felt	 that	 the	 article	 is	 especially	
interesting	 to	 those	 conducting	 family	 research	 because	 so	 many	
Biddulph	 people	 were	 involved.	 It	 gives	 a	 glimpse	 into	 the	 past	 and	
adds	colour	and	life	to	relatives	that	we	may	only	know	as	a	name	and	
a	series	of	dates.			
	

Biddulph	Hospital	Saturday	
The public effort on behalf of the hospital fund was held on Saturday. 
It was arranged in two parts—a fancy dress parade and old English 
sports. The Biddulph Prize Band headed the procession, starting 
from the Public Hall, proceeding down Station street, through Cross 
street, up High street, Tunstall road, to Knypersley, returning by 
John street and Well street. to the Mission football ground, where 
judging was immediately commenced.  
Following the band were the mounted characters:— lnspectors of 
Police, Mr. J. Goodfellow, jun., Mr. S. Jervis; Mounted Police. Mr. 
George Booth, Mr. William Chaddock; Jockey. Mr. Arthur Shalcross: 
Infantryman, • Mr. William Shaw: Shepherd, Mr. William Minshull ; 
French Officer. Mr. Thomas Billings; Soldier, Mr. E. Wilshaw: Dog 
Merchant, Mr. F. Jarvis; Mexican Cowboy, Master Jack Heathcote; 
Highwayman, Mr. J. Chappels; Outlaw. Mr. Fred Hopkins; Pierrots 
Mr. Charles Bailey; Court Jester, Mr. Ernest Shufflebottom: Prince 
George, Mr. Joseph Turner: Wellington in Court Dress, Mr. Daniel 
Bostock.  
The foot characters followed – at least 57 of them….a sprinkling of 
milkmaids, nursery characters, chimney sweeps and shepherds. 
There were some intriguing charcters; Miss Nellie Bailey and Master 
Jack Machin were ‘Ivy (I cling to thee)’ and Mr Jos. Whiston and 
Master Ernest Goodwin were ‘Police and Poacher’. Following the 
foot characters were the mounted tableaux: 
Farmyard. Mr.' Jno. Bailey (Knypersley End); Farmyard, Mr. Thos. 
Brown (Mount Pleasant): Washing Day. Miss Florrie Cottrell and 
Miss Hannah Gregory: Wild Beast Show. Mr. Jesse Bostock 
(Hayhill): Britannia, Miss L. Whitehurst, and the Darktown Band, 
conducted by Mr Jas. Sanders.  
Sports	commenced	after	judging	of	the	parade	and	included	an	obstacle	
race,	rope	climbing,	potato	picking	and	a	diabolo	competition.	
	
The	 event	 ‘Hospital	 Saturday’	 appears	 to	 have	 been	 a	major	 event	 in	
the	Biddulph	calendar.	Can	anyone	shed	any	light	on	this?		
	


